Day 3 - Part II - Dinner at Ohana...

After getting back to our resort to relax a bit and shower and dress for dinner, we headed off to the Polynesian. It is a little easier to get around with your own vehicle. Last trip we flew to Orlando and used Disney Transportation which worked just fine, but on this trip we decided to drive. Since we had ample time to make the drive, $150 on gas is much cheaper than $450 on airfare…plus we could bring our furbabies in the truck vs. boarding them in NC. 

We parked at the Polynesian and headed in to the resort. We were a little early for our 8:00 pm reservation which was nice since it gave us time to enjoy the landscaping and lobby garden at the resort. I’m an avid plants-woman so soaking in that tropical atmosphere definitely added to the enjoyment of the evening. As it got closer to 8:00 we decided to head upstairs to the lounge to enjoy a drink before dinner. I had the Pina Colava, a frozen pina colada with raspberry puree…..D-licious!!  Shortly after ordering our drinks we were buzzed that our table was ready. We were led to our table on the far side of the restaurant, overlooking the marina. We were able to see Cinderella Castle from our table but we were too early for Wishes.  Last year we were treated to a table along the windows at the front of the restaurant overlooking the pool, with a direct view of the Magic Kingdom and the Wishes Fireworks display, so it was OK that we along the side of the restaurant, it gave someone else a chance to take in that view.

The menu was exactly as published on numerous WDW info sites. It started with the Welcome Bread and Mixed Greens Salad with Honey-Lime dressing. Next came the appetizers, Coriander Grilled Chicken Wings and Garlic-Pork Fried Dumplings with Sweet and Sour Dressing. I love fried dumplings so I really had to control myself so as not to fill up too quickly…we hadn’t even gotten to the entrees yet! After a few minutes of enjoying the appetizers, the skewers or chargrilled meats started to arrive along with the lo mein and stir fried, fresh broccoli (yummm). We started off with the Mesquite grilled Turkey and Grilled Peel and Eat Shrimp. We each had just a couple of slices of turkey and a couple of shrimp to save room for the steak and bbq pork that were coming next! I’d have to say my favorite was the marinated sirloin steak, since we live in the land of BBQ both of us took only a sampling of the pork, just enough to get a taste. Also, we were having BBQ later in the week at Whispering Canyon so we didn’t want to fill up on BBQ….but be sure to save room for the shrimp and steak. I just loved the fresh broccoli too, DH doesn’t care for broccoli so I generally don’t fix it that often at home so it’s always a treat for me when it’s on the menu and it’s prepared so well. 

Funny to be so excited about the vegetable but it really was delicious. After we enjoyed out entrees and had a few minutes to relax it was time for dessert. I had absolutely no room for dessert but I did sample just a taste of DH’s Bread Pudding and Banana Caramel sauce. DH is not generally a banana fan but he said he really enjoyed the bread pudding and especially the banana caramel sauce, he poured the entire little pitcher over his serving!!

We were in the restaurant for about an hour and a half, a nice relaxing pace…one of the benefits of eating a little later in the evening…not so many folks “chomping at the bit” to be seated and then race off to the parks. This was our first dinner on the dining plan and we were pleased to only have to calculate the tip and be on our way. Since it was still relatively early in the evening and the park would be open until midnight, we decided to head over to Magic Kingdom on the Monorail. 

We made it over to the park in just a couple of minutes, I guess that is one of the advantages of being at a Monorail resort. We both love Haunted Mansion so of course that’s where we headed. Since Wishes was going on as we entered the park, the lines were a little shorter for the attractions so we basically walked right onto Haunted Mansion. I love that ride at anytime but there is something about it at night! As many times as we’ve ridden it, we enjoy it just as much as our first time. Part of the fun is watching the folks who are riding it for their first time, the awe on their faces when the room starts to “stretch”…the CMs are just great too. Those are roles that I could definitely have fun with. Please step to the “dead” center of the room…hehehehehe! Since the lines were still relatively short, we headed right over to Peter Pan’s Flight…another of our favorites. 

We had enough time to take in a couple more attractions before we needed to catch the monorail back to the Polynesian to pick up our truck. Since we were already in Fantasyland and Space Mountain is closed for refurbishment, we decided to take in Mickey’s Philharmagic and Winnie the Pooh. This would allow us enough time to make our way through the gift shops along Main Street and do a bit of pin trading as we exited the park. We usually try to leave the parks before the last crush of people to avoid the long monorail lines.

We considered stopping into the kennels to check on our furbabies but decided not to get them all excited at the end of the night. No sense disrupting their sleep just because we were wired on “Magic”!! We decided instead to call it a night and head back to our resort. We headed right to our room rather than stopping in at the food court since we had sodas in our mini fridge and we definitely didn’t need any more food after the delicious dinner at Ohana.

It was time to call it a night and get some sleep to rest up for Epcot…another long day was in store since 
Epcot would have EMH the next day.

Day 4 – Epcot to follow….
